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torture and execution of prisoners by
the Syrian regime
An inquiry team mandated by Carter-Ruck to look into the credibility of
photographs and other evidence relating to the torture and murder of prisoners
by the Syrian regime has concluded that “there is clear evidence, capable of
being believed by a tribunal of fact in a court of law, of systematic torture and
killing of detained persons by the agents of the Syrian government”.
The team, which was chaired by The Right Honourable Sir Desmond de Silva
QC (former Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone) and which
also comprised Professor Sir Geoffrey Nice QC (former lead prosecutor before
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia) and Professor
David M. Crane (former Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra
Leone), together with an independent forensics team, reviewed the evidence of
a Syrian defector, who had formerly been a military police officer tasked with
photographing and documenting the bodies of detainees brought to a military
hospital. This individual had taken approximately 55,000 photographs – which
have now been smuggled out of Syria – relating to approximately 11,000 dead
detainees.
The inquiry team found the defector to be “a truthful and credible witness”, who
gave “an honest account of his experiences”, while forensic analysis of a large
number of his photographs showed them to be authentic and to record the
widespread use of torture by various means including prolonged starvation,
ligature strangulation and beating. It also found there to be compelling
evidence of the “systematic” and “organized” killing of persons in detention
facilities.
The inquiry team’s report concluded that the available evidence “would support
findings of crimes against humanity against the current Syrian regime” and
also “findings of war crimes against the current Syrian regime”.
A copy of the Report is attached.
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