


across the Aflantic which led {o the mast of the Orinoco Flo coming down with 850

mites of the journey remaining, which is the subject of the article complained of.

5. in the December 2012 edition of Yachiing World an article with the headline ‘The Man
Who Didn’t Warnt to be Rescued’ was published. The article was about Matl Gill and
his rescue whilst he was sailing the Orinoco Flo. Within this article, Yachting World
refer to Mr Cokes as the owner of the Orinoco Flo but unfortunately they went on to
allege that he had served time for cocaine smuggling.

6. The allegation that Mr Cokes had served time for cocaine smuggling is highly
defamatory and unttue. He has never served time for cocaine smuggling nor has he
ever smuggled drugs or served time. Quite simply, Yachting World had made a
mistake, as in faci, a previous owner of the Orinoco Flo had been imprisoned for
smuggling cocaine before the Orinoco Flo was even built.

7. Regrettably, the-very serious defamatory allegation made by the Defendant had a
serious effect on Mr Cokes and his family. It had a highly detrimental effect on his
reputation within the sailing and surfing community and he, and his family, have
suffered a great deal of emotional distress and embarrassment as a result.

8. On 15 January 2013, the Defendant made an unqualified Offer of Amends and in
May this year the parties were able {o agree a substantial figure for compensation for
Mr Cokes, together with the payment of his legal costs.

Solicitor for the Defendant

9. My Lord, it was truly unfortunate that during the editing process Mr Cokes’ name was
mixed up with that of a former owner of the Orinoco Flo. The result was that he was
wrongly accused of being a convicted drug smuggler. Within 24 hours of the
complaint an apology was agreed and was published in the February issue of the
magazine, which was the very next issue, and online. Through me the magazine
repeats that apology today.






