IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE Claim No. ...

QUEEN'S BENCH DIVISION

BETWEEN:

TOM WATSON wMP
Clalmant

~and-

NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS LIMITED

Defendant

STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT

Solicitor for the Clalimant

My Lord, | appear on behalf of the Claimant, Tom Walson M, My friend Patrick Callaghan
appears on behalf of the Defendant, News Group Newspapers Limiled, the publisher of The
Sun.

Singe first being elected in June 2001, as a Member of Parllament for West Bromwich East,
Mr Watson has served as parliamentary under secretary of state at the Ministry of Defence
and from January 2008 until his resignation in June 2008 he held the post of Cabinet Office
Minister with responsibility for lssues concerning the Civit Service.

On 13 April 2009, the Defendant published an article in The Sun under the headiine "Mad
dog was tralned to maul", which was lllustraled with a caricon in which the Claimant was
depicted. The article followed revelations that Downing Street Press Adviser, Damian
McBride, had sent emails fo a Labour Party activist, Derek Braper, which made serious and
false allegations about the private lives of & number of Conservative Party MPs in the course
of discussing the possibility of selting up a website to be known as “Red Rag”. in the arlicle,
writlen by Trevor Kavanagh, it was alleged that the Claimant was, alongside Damian
McBride and Derek Draper, among the “motley crew” who dreamed up "grisly lies” about
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David Cameron and Gsorge Osborne as part of thelr smear campaign against the

Conservalives and that the Claimant’s denial of Involvement In this scandal- mongering was
alie,

The following day, on 14 April 2009, the Defendant published in Tha Sun an article entitied
“Two Dinners Tom is behind this sick plot”, accompanted by a prominent photograph of the
Claimant. In this articls, writien by Fergus Shanahan, it was alleged that the Claimant was
behind the plot {o smear the Conservatives by spreading obscene lies about them and again
it was alleged that the Claimant has shamelessly lled when denying his involvement.

Both articles were also published online.

The Defendant has made an offer of amends fo the Clalmant. i now accepts that these

allegations concerning the Claimant are entirely untrue. The Claimant was not a party to the
smear campalgn.

The Claimant was not copled in on, nor did he know about any of the emails between Mr
McBride and Mr Draper untll Friday 10 April, when the maiter was first drawn by the media to

the attention of Downing Sireet. He did not have any Involvement in or knowledge of the
"Red Rag" website.

Accordingly, the Clalmant did not lie when he publicly denied involvement by way of press

releases issued first by him on 12 April and then on 14 April by Carter-Ruek soliciors on his
behalf,

The false allegations against the Claimant, and the sensational fons of the articles,
compounded by repeated suggestions in surrounding coverage in The Sun thai he should
resign or be sacked, have caused the Clalmant acute distress, humillafion and
embarrassment. The allegations caused the Claimant's professional and personal reputation
substanilal damage. The Claimant found the articles deeply offensive and the allsgation in
the second publicafion that the Claimant was involved in smearing David Cameron Knowing

that Samantha Cameron was grieving over the tragic death of her son caused him parsticular
distress,

in recognition of the damage caused by the publication of these false aliegations, the
Defendant has agreed, through ils soficitor foday, to apologlse o the Claimant and o
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underiake not to repeat the same or simflar allegations. The Defendant has agreed to pay a
substantial sum in damages and the Clalmant's legal costs.  On this basis, the Claimant s
prepared {0 et the matier rest,

Solleitor for the Defendant

My Lord, } accept everything my friend has sald, The Defendant unreservedly withdraws the

allegations In guestion and apologises fo the Clalmant for the damage these allegations have
caused,

Solicitor for the Claimant

My Lord, in all the circumstances, the Claimant’s object in bringing these proceedings has
been achieved,

Sollcitors for the Claiman Solicitors for the Defendant
Carter-Ruchk Farrer & Co

6 5t Andrew Sireet 66 Lincolns Inn Flelds
London London

EC4A 3AE WC2A 3LH
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