15 May 2009

TRAFIGURA SUES BBC FOR LIBEL

Trafigura Limited, a member of Trafigura Group, the leading commodities trader,
has today issued proceedings for libel against the BBC in the High Court in
London.

The action relates to a broadcast on the Newsnight programme on 13 May 2009
and three related stories on the BBC website, concerning the Probo Koala, a
Trafigura-chartered vessel which discharged slops in Céte d’lvoire in August
2006.

Speaking today, a Trafigura spokesman said:

“Trafigura has today brought libel proceedings against the BBC over its
Newsnight broadcast. This decision was not taken lightly.

Trafigura has always accepted that the Probo Koala ‘incident’ is a matter of public
interest and has never objected to the media reporting on it responsibly.
However, the BBC’s one-sided reports on 13 May were wildly inaccurate and
libellous, leaving us with no choice but to take legal action. There was no
Jjustification or public interest in the BBC misleading its viewers in this way.

Trafigura has always denied that the slops caused the deaths and serious health
consequences presented by the BBC — a position fully supported by independent
expert evidence which will be presented to the Court in due course. As the BBC
is well aware, these matters are already the subject of a personal injury action
currently taking place in London. It is deeply regrettable that the BBC felt it
appropriate to prejudge those proceedings in this sensationalist and inaccurate
way.”

Please direct any queries to:

Adam Tudor, Carter-Ruck
Adam.Tudor@carter-ruck.com
Tel: 020 7353 5005

or

Neil Cameron, Bell Pottinger
ncameron@bell-pottinger.co.uk
Tel: 020 7861 2497
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Carter-Ruck

Solicitors

International Press Centre
76 Shoe Lane

London EC4A 3JB

Tel 020 7353 5005
Fax 020 7353 5553

DX 333 Chancery Lane

Email lawyers@carter-ruck.com
Web site www.carter-ruck.com
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